
 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

At the emergency meeting of the Security Council, held on 27th October 2016, in connection with 

the Council’s consideration of the item entitled “Arab Spring of Terror”, the President of the 

Security Council made the following statement on behalf of the Council. 

The Security Council: 

strongly condemns the terrorist attacks in the city of Rabat, and regrets the loss of civilian lives, 

notes the continued threat to international peace and security posed by violent extremism and 

terrorist acts, including those perpetrated by foreign terrorist fighters, 

emphasizes the importance of reaching agreement on a framework of principles, mechanisms and 

processes to increase border security and control, 

further notes that terrorists are consistently using social media to spread ideology and recruit 

members. The Security Council recognizes that the popularity of social media around the world 

provides a huge potential audience for terrorist content, 

regrets the inability of member states to cooperate and the failure of previous attempts to govern 

and police the internet, 

underlines the importance of prompt and effective implementation of its resolutions concerning 

violent extremism and its social media outreach, 

urges the Government of Morocco to resist any pressures regarding the suspension of intelligence 

cooperation with other member states, and calls upon all member states for further investigation 

relating to the affiliation between youth groups with terrorist organizations, 

recognizes the susceptibility of youth groups to extremist ideologies, and emphasizes the 

importance of local communities and Non-Government Organizations in facilitating ‘preventive 

supervision”, 

urges cooperation between the Government of Morocco and Interpol, 

commends the Government of Morocco for its perseverance during the crisis, and calls upon the 

Moroccan Government to uphold and maintain the rule of law, 

reiterates the importance of solving the collective action problem relating to the regulation of social 

media. The Security Council calls upon member states to: consider the creation of well-defined 

boundaries, ensure proportional equivalence between benefits and costs, make collective choice 

arrangements, monitor for violations, and implement a system of graduated sanctions.                           
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