
 
 
 
 

 

Statement of the Secretary-General on the “Arab spring of Terror” Crisis 

 
 

Distinguished chairs and honorable delegates, 
 

 
I am here in performance of my duty as Secretary-General to update the committee about recent 

tragic events occurred in the MENA Region that deserve your full attention and action. 

 
 

Last night the Moroccan mission to the United Nations in New York reported to my attention 
the outbreak of terroristic activities performed by organized groups of young Moroccans in the 

centre of the capital city of Rabat. Authorities reported more than ten explosions in the 
proximities of institutions buildings that killed hundreds of civilians and injured other 

thousands. The committee was already informed of the radicalization of islamism in the country 
and neighbouring areas fuelled by the unfulfilled hopes of the Arab Spring. 

 

 
In particular, official sources report that the outbreak of the attack stemmed from an insurgency 

led by religious representatives of a well known radical mosque in an economically depressed 
suburban area where social tension is acknowledgedly high. These religious figures encouraged 

young people to organize an attack and allegedly engaged in communication with Moroccan IS 
trainees in Lybia to return to Morocco and participate in the attack. Further information related 

to the instances of the attack and the parties involved as well as the international and regional 
forces involved remains unclear as of now. 

 

 
Local and international media are covering the news hourly and they have already defined the 

events as an “Arab spring of Terror”. Morocco intelligence agency is deeply concerned about 
the situation due to the information they have collected on the affiliation of such Moroccan 

youth groups with ISIS. Such information remains to be verified. Hence, the United Nations has 
the responsibility in front of the international community to find a suitable measure to prevent 

the occurrence of a crisis and its spill-over to neighbouring countries and to tackle this issue of 
international security. 

 

 
Government officials have declared that they have been approached by several extremist groups 

representatives claiming to be affiliated with the attack. Pressure has been exerted on them to 
end intelligence cooperation with Western countries on matters of regional security in Northern 

Africa. The identity of these groups remains to be verified. Other demands remain unclear. 
 

 
For this reasons, I urgently call upon: 

 

 



The United Nations Security Security to investigate the alleged affiliation of the Moroccan 

youth groups involved in the terroristic attacks in Rabat with ISIS and international terrorist 
groups and the means of communication through which recruitment occurred (e.g. social 

media); 
 

 
The United Nations Economic and Social Council to analyze the economic and social situation 

of Morocco and other MENA country in order to further assess the causes of the insurgency and 
the lack of youth engagement in public institutions that fueled extremism and violence. 
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New York, 27th  October 2016 

 
 
 

 


